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By Robert Butler

In its 140 years of operation The Kansas 
City Star has published millions of stories. 
But only one has been reprinted year after 
year at the request — some might say 
demand — of readers.

“A Story of Christmas” was written by 
Bill Vaughan,  The Star’s long-time humor 
columnist, and first appeared in print in the 
late 1950s. (Despite considerable sleuthing 
by the newspaper’s staff librarian, the 
piece’s original publication date remains a 
mystery, though it was reprinted as early as 
1959). 

Though Vaughan (1915-1977) was 
famous for his daily “Starbeams” column 

(a collection of 10 or so humorous observations, each delivered in a single 
paragraph) and his twice-weekly comic essays, “A Story of Christmas” takes a 
nostalgic, almost somber approach to the ideas of childhood innocence and 
the commercialization of Christmas.

In the piece a father struggles to tell a bedtime story to his little girl after 
a week of frantic holiday activity. It is a work of fiction, but one inspired by 
Vaughan’s own experiences as a father.

In fact the little girl of the story, Vaughan’s daughter Ellen, has for decades 
been a Fairway resident. She and her husband, former Star movie critic Robert 
W. Butler, moved to the city in 1979. This is where they raised their daughter, 
Blair Butler, now a Hollywood screenwriter.  

Ellen points out that she grew up in Brookside while Robert was raised 
in Prairie Village, and that Fairway represented the best of both of those 
childhood environments…not to mention that the pair were fascinated by the 
history of the nearby Shawnee Indian Mission.

A Story of Christmas
By Bill Vaughan

“Tell me a story of Christmas,” she said. 

The television mumbled faith inanities in the next room. From a few houses 
down the block came the sound of car doors slamming and guests being 
greeted with large cordiality.

Her father thought awhile. His mind went back over the interminable parade 
of Christmas books he had read at the bedside of his children.

“Well,” he started tentatively, “once upon a time, it was the week before 
Christmas, all little elves at the North Pole were sad....”

“I’m tired of elves,” she whispered. And he could tell she was tired, maybe 
almost as weary as he was himself after the last few feverish days.

“Okay,” he said. “There was once, in a city not very far from here, the cutest 
wriggly little puppy you ever saw. The snow was falling, and this little puppy 
didn’t have a home. As he walked along the streets, he saw a house that 
looked quite a bit like our house. And at the window...”

“Was a little girl who looked quite a bit like me,” she said with a sigh. “I’m tired 
of puppies. I love Pinky, of course. I mean story puppies.”

“Okay,” he said. “No puppies. This narrows the field.”

“What?”

“Nothing. I’ll think of something. Oh, sure. There was a forest, way up in the 
north, farther even than where Uncle Ed lives. And all the trees were talking 
about how each one was going to be the grandest Christmas tree of all. One 

said, ‘I’m going to be a Christmas tree, too.’ And all the trees laughed and 
laughed and said: ‘A Christmas tree? You? Who would want you?’”

“No trees, Daddy,” she said. “We have a tree at school and at Sunday school 
and at the supermarket and downstairs and a little one in my room. I am very 
tired of trees.”

“You are very spoiled,” he said.

“Hmmmmm,” she replied. “Tell me a Christmas story.”

“Let’s see. All the reindeer up at the North Pole were looking forward to 
pulling Santa’s sleigh. All but one, and he felt sad because...” he began with a 
jolly ring in his voice but quickly realized that this wasn’t going to work either. 
His daughter didn’t say anything; she just looked at him reproachfully.

“Tired of reindeer too?” he asked. “Frankly, so am I. How about Christmas on 
the farm when I was a little boy? Would you like to hear about how it was in the 
olden days, when my grandfather would heat up bricks and put them in the 
sleigh and we’d all go for a ride?”

“Yes, Daddy,” she said obediently. “But not right now. Not tonight.”

He was silent, thinking. His repertoire, he was afraid, was exhausted. She was 
quiet, too. Maybe, he thought, I’m home free. Maybe she has gone to sleep.

“Daddy,” she murmured. “Tell me a story of Christmas.”

Then it was as though he could read the words, so firmly were they in his 
memory. Still holding her hand, he leaned back:

“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed....”

Her hand tightened a bit in his, and he told her a story of Christmas.

Ellen Butler, age 1, and her father, 
Star humor columnist Bill Vaughan.

A Story of Christmas

With the holidays and New Year’s fast approaching, 
we’re offering an array of many popular potables to 
choose from.

If you’re looking for that perfect present, we will 
have a number of popular gift sets available, and we 

also have Santa little helpers here who will be making some “special” gift sets 
back in their workshop. They tend to go fast, so make sure you are planning 
ahead.

Holiday Wine Specials
We will also have some great deals on wine! Some top wines we 

recommend if you’re having turkey are gewurztraminer, Chenin blanc, riesling, 
pinot noir and a nice French Cotes Du Rhone. Ham is a darker meat, so lighter 
red wines will work best – pinot noir, Cotes du Rhone, beaujolais nouveau and 
red blends.

We have an educated staff who can help you pair wine with whatever 
dishes you will be serving.

For New Year’s
Champagne and sparkling wines are always crowd pleasers for New Year’s 

Eve. Here is a quick lesson on sparkling wines:

Gomer’s Makes Your 
Holidays More Festive!

By Gary Hinton, Owner of Gomer’s State Line

• Champagne has the most 
prestige and by law must come 
from the Champagne region 
in France. Grapes used are 
chardonnay, pinot noir and 
pinot meunier, one white grape 
and two reds.

• Spanish sparkling wines are 
called “cava.” They are a great 
value for their quality and are 
also our recommendation for 
mimosas.

• Italy makes Prosecco, named 
after a village near Trieste, and 
typically made with 100% glera 
grapes.

• Asti spumante comes from the 
Asti region in Northern Italy and tends to be on the sweeter side.

We hope that makes you look like an expert at your next family gathering!

Curbside Pickup
December is a busy month and we look forward to helping make your 

holidays more enjoyable by taking care of all of your entertaining needs. 
For your safety and convenience, we offer curbside pickup, and we also 
consistently clean the store. We always look forward to hearing from you!

Just recently we celebrated our 4th year and are thankful for everything you 
have done for us. We realize it’s been a challenging year for all of us and hope 
everyone is staying safe.

We want to wish everyone happy and safe holidays! Cheers!
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